C/0 9 Kirkpatrick Avenue
Clonsilla

394232~22 Dublin 15

5t QOctober 2023

An Bord Pleandla
Marlborough Street

Dublin 1

Re: KRCRA Submission DART West + Railway Order Ref No 314232

To whom it may concern

We are writing to you on behalf of the Kirkpatrick Rockfield Coclmine residents association
(KRCRA).

We are based immediately north of the Coolmine Level Crossing and yet again would like to
say we welcome the electrification of the Maynooth tine. We wish to make the following
comments regarding irish Rail’s response to our submission.

Point 1

in our submission we disputed the assumptions made and consequently the need to close
the level crossings. We have always wetcomed the electrification and upgrading of the line
but cannot understand the need to permanently close the level crossings.

We questioned the passenger number figures on the basis that previous predictions by frish
Rail on passenger numbers appear to be grossly inaccurate. Consequently, we requested
that an independent body carry out a more realistic assessment. We referred to a Railway
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Order granted in 2008 which stated “It is intended to run a total 44 trains between Clonsilla
and Pace increasing to 88 trains over subsequent years leading to a peak service of one train
every 15 minutes. Total passenger demands are predicted from rail feasibility studies to be in
the region of 2 million passenger trips by 2016 (ABP Inspectors Report p.7) (Appendix 1). We
pointed out that currently, 15 years post the granting of this order, trains run every 30 mins
peak hour and hourly outside peak hours which is a huge difference to what was predicted.

Irish Rail’s response to our request for an independent body to carry out a realistic
assessment was to refer us to sections 2.2.8 and 2.2.15, In these sections they stated:

1. The increase in passenger demand is one reason but not the only one.

2. Expansion of heavy rail network has been a key long-term objective of CiE and others

3. The National Development Plan 2021-2030 considers the DART + programme to be
the corner stone of rail investment

4. “At an international level the DART + programme supports Ireland’s commitment to
fulfil its obligation as an FU member state regarding greenhouse gas emission
reduction targets” etc.

5. The improved frequency and quality of service will provide a viable transport
alternative for existing and future communities

6. “the project is fundamental to supporting the economic and social growth that has
been highlighted by the National Planning Framework and County Development
Plans”.

7. Increasing the capacity of the network is the primary objective of DART + West

8. “The project aims to cope with a maximum capacity of 12 trains per hour per
direction and this has been the basis of the model detailing the train movements
during the peak hours”.

9. “A correct analysis of passenger demand trends requires observation over long
periods of time”.

10. “The 12 trains per hour per direction used as the basis for the project will be

implemented using a phased rollout and depending on demand figures, represent the
peak hour target number for design and environmental impact analysis. During off
peak hours, the timetable will be adjusted based on different aspects, rail census
being one of them.”

None of the information provided has dealt with our concerns. Points 1 to 8 appear to

simply reiterate the reasons for the electrification of the line which we don’t have an issue

with. Point 9 is just a statement. Point 10 is simply reiterating the 12 trains per hour per
direction mantra.

In addition, at this hearing (5 October) a discussion took place which made the 12 trains
per hour per direction {phpd} even more confusing. It appears that the 12 trains phpd are



based on the City Centre i.e through Drumcondra. Of the 12 trains, we were informed that 2
will be Sligo. We would like to know how many of the remaining 10 will be going to
Hazelhatch. According to the current timetable (Appendix 2), there are 2 trains through
Brumcondara to Hazelhatch during the peak hours {8am — 9am, 5pm -6pm and 6pm — 7pm).
{s there a plan to increase the number of trains serving Hazelhatch at any stage over the
next 15 years? If yes, this would appear to reduce the number of trains going through
Coolmine.

On the 5% October Irish Rail also mentioned they had a 15-year hotizon when looking at
projects. Therefore, in addition to our initial request for a realistic assessment of passenger
numbers we would like to know

e Why did Irish Rail get it so wrong in 20087

s Has your analysis of passenger demand trends altered since then?

¢ Can you tell me what changes you have made?

+ Based on your 15 year horizon can you please tell us how many trains you predict

will be going through Coolmine in years 1, 3, 5, 10 and 15?

Given the failure to provide the information we requested we continue to believe that the
level crossings should not be permanently close. It is important to ensure that the extensive
disruption which will be caused by the level crossing closures will not occur unless the
closures are justified using accurate & realistic figures.

Point 2

We also questioned the need to close the level crossings given the fact that the current
DART service operates successfully on the Southside of Dublin. If we assume the service will
emulate the current DART service {every 10 mins between 6.50am and 8pm and every 15 to
20 minutes outside of that), this would amount to 196 trains per day. Currently there are
210 scheduled services through Merrion Gate and all level crossings between Pearse & Bray.
These level crossings operate successfully and do not appear to cause major problems to
traffic or the DART service. Irish Rail should have to explain why the level crossings on the
Maynooth line need to close when there is no need to do so elsewhere. Simply saying “we
will be closing the level crossings elsewhere too” is not an explanation. As mentioned
already, the level crossing closures will be very disruptive to many communities so they
should only be closed when there is clear and detailed information, for everyone to see,
that closure is essential not simply desirable.

The response to this was:

e The removal of the level crossing will improve train efficiencies, will enhance safety,
and will remove the delays caused by the road-rail interface. Their closure will also
remove the periodic blockages on the road system, which are currently very
pronounced, especially in the morning and evening peak commuter periods



e In order to achieve the project objectives of significantly higher train frequencies it is
not viable to retain the level crossings.

¢ The design team has examined the feasibility of meeting the project objectives while
keeping the level crossings in place and it has concluded that the project objectives
cannot be delivered on this basis.

In relation to the comment regarding the closure removing the periodic blockage on the
road system, In our opinion the proposals do not remove blockages from the area but
simply relocate the blockages to Dr Troy Bridge and Castleknock Road.

Given that the proposed system on the Maynooth Line will not generate any more trains
than that which operates on the Southside we cannot understand and irish Rail have not
answered the question.

In relation to the feasibility study they have not explained how the system can be operated
on the southside but not the northside.

Once again, we do not believe Irish Rail have correctly responded to our comments. We still
believe the level crossing should not be permanently closed. There is no reason why the
proposed pedestrian/cycle bridge, with lifts, cannot be built without permanently closing
the level crossing. Such a move would facilitate more evidence based assessment of the
required closure times. In addition having the new cycle/footbridge will improve safety
regardless of whether the level crossings remain closed or not.

Point 3

We raised concerns over the “subject to passenger demand” comment in the Non-Technical
report summary (p.49). There are promises of huge increases in the number of trains and
claims this can only be done if the level crossings close but for some unknown reason Irish
Rail feel the need to put in a get out clause. We asked what service they will be providing if
the passenger demand is not as they predicted after all keeping the level crossings open
until they have a better idea of the demand appears to be a more sensible option.

Irish Rail's response was “the increase in train frequency and capacity proposes as part of
the scheme is to meet passenger the future passenger demand which is anticipated to
increase form 5000 in 2019 to 13 300 passengers in 2025".

We would also like to point out that firstly, we dispute the figure quoted for 2019 and
secondly question the figure estimated for 2025. The National Rail Census Report 2022
demonstrates a figure of 3455 for Boarding/alighting at Coolmine (Appendix 3)and the total
figures for all stations is much higher than the 5000 quoted. Where does this figure come
from? In relation to the 2025 figure we fail to understand how it will have increased so
much when the Dart West Project won’t even be completed.

Once again, our questions have not been answered and therefore the level crossings should
be left open.



Point 4

We expressed our disappointment that there wasn't a standardisation of the
pedestrian/cycle bridges at ali the stations but all Irish Rail did was confirm that concrete
bridges were their preference. They failed to explain why they were using 2 different types
of material. Under the Railway Order the bridges at Ashtown and Coolmine had been
designed using CORTEN steel while the bridges at Porterstown and Clonsilta are concrete.
This is extremely disappointing. However, we note the new proposal, submitted by Irish Rail
on the first day of the oral hearing and consider the standardisation of bridges is preferable
using CORTEN steel for all. We ask the board to accept the new option for bridges.

Point 5

We expressed our disappointment that there were no lifts being provided at Cooclmine.. it
should be a condition of any approval that lifts are provided in tandem with a 24-hour
maintenance contract to ensure prompt repairs to facilitate the mobility impaired who
cannot use the bridges or steps.

Irish Rails response in the Railway Order was that it was technically feasible to include them
but they didn’t include them! This is not a reasonable response to our request. Again, we
note that lifts have been included in the new option provided by Irish Rail and welcome
their inclusion. We reguest the Inspector includes this as a condition of the Railway Order
together with the provision of a 24/7 maintenance contract for all lifts along the line.

Point 6

We raised concerns related to safety and Anti-Social Behaviour in the station and
surrounding areas and requested that a condition of the granting of the Railway Order be
for Irish Rail to liaise and meet with An Garda Siochana to discuss current best practice in
terms of crime prevention with regard to lighting, access and extending the use of CCTV to
all stations in the development and surrounding areas. Whilst Irish Rail have confirmed that
as far as practicable the measures requested will be included we are anxious about some of
their responses

Firstly they state that “anti-social behaviour or safety concerns are subjective and therefore
it is not possible to use a standard based assessment approach”

We wish to remind them that on the 22™ QOctober 2022 Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee stated
“Community safety is a much broader concept than crime or fear of crime. It is about people being safe
and feeling safe in their communities. It can include the responsiveness of emergency services, mental
health issues, education, drug abuse prevention, alcohol and substance abuse, domestic violence,
youth crime, anti-social behaviour (our bold), hate crime and the built environment {our bold). This is
reflected in the key principle in the programme for Government, Our Shared Future, to build stronger
and safer communities. The well-being of communities is among our highest priorities and we want
members of the public to feel confident and secure in going about their lives"
(https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/daiI/2020-11-18/22/ accessed 24/10/2022)




We want the well-being of the community to be a very high priority for Irish Rail in the
construction and operation of the Dart West Project.

Secondly, irish Rail mentioned the potential psychosocial effects during the construction
phase. We don’t understand what this means in relation to the building of bridges and
would like it clarified for residents.

Point 7

We raised concerns about problems with car parking caused by commuters parking their
cars to use the train. Indeed, Irish Rail refer to it in the Public Consuitation 2 Findings

Report. In it they state “respondents raised concerns regarding increased demand for
parking due to the severance form the car park and more commuters using the estates in the
vicinity to park their cars for free”. We believe it is imperative that a condition be included
that Irish Rail & Fingal in conjunction with residents draw up an agreed parking
management plan before any level crossings are closed.

The response from IE was “The IE project team has consulted extensively and agreed the
proposed design with the LA. lllegal parking outside of the IE property is the responsibility of
the LA and An Garda Siochana”.

This response is worrying. tt is Irish Rails project that will potential caused huge problems for
residents not only in our association but neighbouring areas too. We question the comment
regarding “agreed the proposed design with the LA”

At a Development Plan meeting in Fingal County Council on the 18™ October 2022 (Motion
A1081801 6.26.31 https:/ffingalcoco.public-i.tv/core/portal fwebcast_interactive/712409 } when
discussing a motion proposed by a local councillor to ensure pedestrian cyclist and vehicular
connectivity across the canal be included in the development plan Fingal County Council state that
"in our last consultation phase with Irish Rail (IR) we put in a submission to them which captures a lot
of what has just been said here. We (FCC} would have similar concerns about the removal of one of
the key crossings in that area, there isn’t a huge number of crassings to begin with so there is going
to be impacts. We (FCC} would also have concerns about that in what it means for the proposals to
enlarge @ number of junctions around that area resulting in increased traffic flows, increased noise
congestion, air quality issues on the diversionary routes. What it means at a stightly higher level is we
need to work much harder to ensure the active travel aptions are much more attractive, much more
accessible, and that we insulate the bus service from those problems that are going to be created,
there is congestion at the moment and if we take out a key link there it’s very likely that there is
going to be even more congestion”. He goes on to talk about the hierarchy of users. He also says:

“We will work though all that with Irish Rail through the railway order process and will be at the oral
hearing and we will be represented there to tease all that out with them”. (Our bold)

It is incredibly disappointing that Irish Rail have dismissed the issue given that it is their
project that could cause problems and that Fingal County Council appear to have failed in
their stated objective.



We thank the board for the opportunity to raise these issues and reiterate our request that
the level crossing at Coolmine remains open. We do not object to pedestrian/cycle bridges,
with lifts, but believe that permanently closing the level crossings at this point in time is
unnecessary and disruptive.

Regards,

o

Anne Sheridan. Ang/e!a Rogers
For and behalf of Kirkpatrick Rockfield Coolmine Residents’ Association (KRCRA}
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APPENDIX 3



1.4, Proposed Development.

1.4.1. The principal elements of the proposed development constst of

e The construction of approximately 7.5km of dual track from Pace to
Clonsilla along an existing discontinued alignment for series 2900 Diesel
Multiple trains with plans to electrify the railway line in the future. This is
seen as the first phase in the reopening of the Navan line. The line would
connect to the existing main line from Connolly Station to Sligo at Clonsilla.

e Itis intended to run a total of 44 trains between Clonsilla and Pace increasing
to 88 trains over subsequent years leading to a peak service of one train every
15 minutes. Total passenger demands are predicted from rail feasibility
studies to be in the region of 2 million passenger trips by 2016.

o The construction of new railway stations at Pace and Dunboyne. The stations
are to a generic design and will consist of 174m long platforms, buildings
and footbridges. The style of the stations follows an IE Architectural theme
already established along the Maynooth hne.

e Construction of platforms at Hansfield Station site (Hansfield station will be
constructed in the future as the area is developed).

e The provision of park and ride facilities for 1200 cars located south of the M3
interchange at Pace.

e The provision of car parking spaces for 420 cars at Dunboyne station on the
east side of the rail.

e The construction of three accommodation bridges at Hilltown, Dunboyne and
Hansfield.

« The demolition of bridges at Bennetstown and farmer’s Accommodation
Bridge north of Stirling Bridge.

s Strengthening works to the existing bridges at Barnhill, Sterling and
Dunboyne.

* The construction of a new railway bridge across the Royal Canal west of
Clonsilla.

» The construction of a new foot/cycle bridge immediately north of Dunboyne
Bridge.

» The replacement/construction/strengthening of three river-under-rail bridges,
one for crossing the Tolka north of Dunboyne, one south of Dunboyne for
the Castle Stream water-course, and a third for the Tolka at Bracetown.

o Associated infrastructure, earthworks, drainage, culverts etc.

e The installation of new boundary treatment works along the rail corridor — to
be one of four types.

¢ Public lighting for roads, stations and car parks.

1.4.2. Given that all of the property required to construct and operate the railway is in
private ownership, the lands to be acquired constitute only those areas necessary
to construct stations and car parks, maintain minimum lateral clearances,
embankments/cuttings and longitudinal drainage ditches.

1.4.3. The overall construction period is expected to take 24 months commencing in
2008. It is proposed to locate five construction compounds along the railway.
Four of these take access from existing roads. The fifth, the Pace Park and Ride
site, will take access from the new Dunboyne by-pass and M3 Interchange that
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